Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc.

Minutes from the meeting of February 23, 2006

Senate Chambers, 207 University Union

Attendance:
Executive Members: President Hepner, Vice President Sterling, Vice President Graham, Vice President Gibbs, Vice President Homa (excused tardy, report delivered by President Hepner), Vice President Craig, Parliamentarian Zanella, Speaker of the Senate Pitzer.


Senators: Senator Thompson, Senator Aiken, Senator Adams, Senator Bonando, Senator Clark, Senator Davis, Senator Fillmore, Senator Kratz, Senator Lhota, Senator Merulli, Senator Perry, Senator Rable, Senator Mendoza, Senator Spudic, Senator Vinglish


Organizational Reps: Jewelle Motley-BAS, Sara Balasu-Internations, Rachel Seeman-The Rocket, Bryan Hajos- IFC


Faculty: Ms. Cathy George, Dr. Watson, Dr. Campbell,


Excused: Senator Moss, UPB Representative Frengel , Dr. Daniels, Senator Sadean


Guests: Brian Parker, Caitlin Sadecky, Amber Barto, Natalie Hashagen, Dave 

Pavone, Prince L. Edwards, Ronelle Johnson, Tasha Roberts, Krista Hammaker, 
Carrie Walsh, Scott McCaskey, Steve Winslow, Kahlena Edwards, Kira 
Starzynski, Jennilee Haines, Lori Dugas, Josh Edwards, Kyle Kekic, Matthew T. 

Brantner, Marcus Poindexter, Erin Morgret, Jessica Homa, Lauren Gehret, 

Rashad Brown, DaRonn Hunter, Duane Crooks, Laura Sortore, Angele 
Waugaman
I. Call to Order 

President Hepner called the meeting of February 23, 2006, of the Slippery Rock Student Government Association to order at 12:37 p.m.
II. Roll Call

Vice President Craig…See Attendance, above

III. Motion #1:  That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. approves the minutes of the meeting held on February 9, 2006.
Discussion: None

Benjamin/Clark

Passed

Motion #2: That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. approves 
 the actions of the Board of Directors of Cooperative Activities, on February 2, 2006.

Discussion: Senator Spudic’s name was wrongly typed on the approval of the Cooperative Board minutes, it must be corrected.

IV. Presentation of the Agenda

V. President’s Report – President Hepner

· I first want to welcome you all and also apologize for the location of this meeting today, there was a conference scheduled for our usual meeting room, and it has been scheduled for well over a year now, so we do apologize for this.

· I want to remind all of you that we will be voting on senator positions today, and I urge you to keep in mind that ONLY Senators and Representatives may have a vote today.  If you are not a voting member, please do not vote.

· I want to remind all of you that we have two Coop at Large positions open right now, and if you have any questions, please see Vice President Gibbs or myself.

· Elections are coming up! I would just like to say that this is a very stressful time and that I hope you have a good time with it, and remember that you are a student first!

· We are trying to get a Student Government Informational Video put together much like the one that the University uses for admissions.  

· The SGA movie this week is Derailed, you can bring a date for free!

· The “You Rock Award” goes to an individual who has worked very hard throughout this semester, is a very strong leader, has a strong voice, and a love for what he does…CONGRATULATIONS SENATOR MARK KRATZ!
VI. Executive Officers Reports

a. Student Life – Vice President Graham

· We will now be using our Student ID card fin place of the discount card that all students should have received this year.  Each participating business will be given a window decal and it will be visible on March 25th, on the first freshman orientation date.  There will be table tents put out during the first week of April so that the student body knows what is going on

· April 29 we are still planning to have our Drive-In Movie and are planning for this to be a success.

b. Academic Affairs – Vice President Sterling

· All of the Who’s Who letters have been sent out, thank you to all who helped me, the due date is technically tomorrow, however it has been pushed back to march 3

· VP Craig and I will be working together on the Academic Advisor of The Year Award coming up shortly.

c. Financial Affairs – Vice President Gibbs

· We are in the process of reviewing the budgets of other organizations at this time

· I attended the memorial meeting held by Vice President Craig

· I talked with Ms. George about the possible usage of the Field House as like a second ARC.  Years ago, it was custom for people to use the Field House to play pick-up games and I am going to talk to Athletic Director Paul Leuken in order to see if this is possible for the future.

d. Advancement – Vice President Homa (given by President Hepner)

· I am still working on the senior gift and will give you updates as they come in

· Please refer to the newsletter in order to view all reports by the executive board and also what is going on within SGA.

e. Administrative Affairs – Vice President Craig

· We had a successful meeting concerning the Student Memorial.  There were several of you present at it and we discussed some very important ideas.  I wish I could give out more specifics right now, but we have a lot to be decided and I will hold another meeting with EVERYONE who signed up on the interest sheet as soon as more has been decided. 

· Second, senators, please get your house council reports to me!!
f. Parliamentarian Zanella 

· Reminders to everyone that petitions are due on MARCH 1 in 105 B of the University Union, which is the Center for Student Leadership

· If you still need to pick up a petition packet, you may do so on Monday and Tuesday of next week, between 4 and 5.

g. Speaker of the Senate Pitzer

· Informal Senate is being held next Thursday from 8-10 p.m. and it’s important and appreciated that you show up!

· Pitzer- SORB meeting, Residential Commons and Interest Club, Racquetball, Men’s and Women’s Water Polo, Korean Tiger Club.

VII. Student Trustee Report- Miss Angele Waugaman

· We are still in the process of looking for replacement to fill my position as Student Trustee

· Applications are due March 3

· You are welcome to ask me questions after the meeting

· We are putting together a Focus Group Set for March 23, at 4:00, see me with questions. 

VIII. Student Organizational Reports

a. Association of Residence Hall Students: (given by Mr. Kyle Kekic in the absence of Miss 




          Lauren Beck)

· We have been approved co-sponsorship of Native American week

· We have decided not to be in the Non-Alcoholic Mix-Off this year, however we may be a judge at the event. 
b. Black Action Society - Miss Jewelle Motley

· Thank you to everyone who came out for our events last week.

· This week we are featuring our Ebony Ball, it is a free event and if you decide to attend, it is not necessary that you wear black, but it would be appreciated

c. Inter-Fraternity Council – Mr. Bryan Hajos 

· We are currently working on the recognition of Homeless Awareness Week, there are boxes set out for the collection of articles in various locations.  I’m not sure of all of the specifics, however if you have a questions, I will get back to you with the answer.

d. Internations – Miss Sarah Balasu

· We will be holding a Karaoke night Friday night at 7:00 at Rockies! It is free so encourage your friends to come and eat and sing!!

e. University Program Board – (given by Mr. Steve Winslow in the absence of Miss 





  Frengel)

· February 24th, the Animators begins at 6:00 p.m.

· March 8- The War You Won’t See on TV will be here at SRU.  A woman who has an unbiased opinion will be here at SRU to report on what she has experienced while actually being in the war setting.

· I have an event coming up, known as Rock the Night and it is going to be set up as a concert and have casino activities, I am going to need a lot of help, if anyone is interested in helping, please sign up!

IX. Committees

a. Beautification 

· We have been working on the details concerning the hut and are exploring ways of finding donations in order to help cover the cost of it.

· I have found out that the TV in Rockies is actually owned by AVI so we are going to try to talk to them in order to see if they are willing to replace it, or fix it, and maybe see if there is anything that we can do to assist them with this.

b. Food

· We have contacted John Vag about perhaps opening the Fluh at 7:00 a.m. in order to help the students who have 8:00 a.m. classes. He said that he does not see how this could hurt and so we are waiting to hear back from him on it.

c. Open Forum
· President Smith has agreed to meet with us at an Open Forum Event on Wednesday March 1st at 8:30 concerning the budget cuts.  This open forum will be held in Spotts Auditorium.  We are trying very hard to get the Athletic Director to be there, and also if you could please get the work out to any athletes, please let them know as well. 

· Alcohol- Open Forum is being held tonight at 8:00 p.m. in the MPR, please attend because a lot of people have taken time to be here.

d. Parking and Safety
· If you have any concerns, just let us know and we will see what can be done.

· Senator Lhota- There is a spot by West Gym near the Alumni House which has horses blocking it to park, can we find out when this spot is going to be fixed?

e. Rock Pride
· We have talked with Armstrong Cable and it appears that we may be able to get a free station depending upon what we want to put on it. 

· Other organizations would be permitted to also use this station.

f. Shuttle bus and Bookstore
· We are working on 2 trips that the Happy Bus is going to take in the upcoming months, so you might want to write these dates down., the first one is April 4th, Happy will be going to Quaker Steak and Lube and also on Tuesday April 18 Happy will be going to a Pirates Game. The bus will be leaving at 5:15, and the cost is $20, which includes your transportation, ticket, and a free hat!

g. Social
· Thanks to everyone who came to the formal!

· The next social even will be held on Thursday, March 30th and we will be going bowling!

h. University Union Task Force

· No report at this time

X. Old Business

· None seen

XI. New Business

Motion #3: That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. retroactively recognizes the black belt club as of May 2004.

Discussion: This is the actual date when they should have been recognized, and this is why it states that it is being retroactively recognized. 

Aiken/Spudic

Passed

Motion #4: That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. elect Scott McCaskey to fill the vacant Commuter Senator position.

Discussion: Parliamentarian Zanella: We must move to open elections first, before we elect someone to fill the position. 

Motion # 5: That Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. moves to open elections to elect an individual to fill the vacant Commuter Senator position.

Clark/Vinglish

Passed

Motion # 6: Friendly amend by Vice President Homa That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. moves to elect Scott McCaskey to fill the vacant Commuter Senator position.

Vinglish/Spudic

Passed

Motion # 7: That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. recognizes the following Residential Commons and Interest Club, Racquetball, Men’s and Women’s Water Polo, and the Korean Tiger Club as Club Sports.

Clark/Benjamin


Motion #8: Senator Clark moves to motion that the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. installs the choice of using online voting during elections.

Discussion: Senator Clark: This is not a guarantee, however we feel that giving the election commission this option would benefit all student in the long run.

· Students should be involved in the voting process and by opening up the ability to vote online, it may increase the chance for students to vote who might not have class near Weisenfluh or the University Union.

· President Hepner: I have met with a lot of different student government presidents and to be honest with you, many of them have turned to online voting in a sense to reach out to more students who do not have the chance to get to campus all the time, it also accommodates commuters in a much larger sense.

· Ms. George: It can take personalities out of the running during the two days of voting, you have to find very impartial student to sit at the polls.  Then you also have to have a poll monitor, and you then have students spreading whom they think got more votes on this day or that.  With this option, you would be able to see how many students voted, NOT whom they voted for, and when it is over, everything can be verified by hall, straight ticket, and combination.  It would be done through a safe and reliable source, such as Blackboard, in order to ensure that students may only vote once, and that it is a University Student.

· This is not a definite yet, voting yes right now would simply allow the Election Commission to decide what is best for this particular election and whether or not it is something they would like to pursue.  It could go either way.

All in favor

Motion Passes

Motion #9: That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association moves to open elections to fill the vacant Rock Apartments senator position.

Clark/Vinglish

Discussion: President Hepner: This vote will occur by ballot because we have more than one person running for the position.

Passed

XII. Open Forum

· Senator Davis: We now have 15 different condoms! 

· I would like to take a minute to give a prize to the person who came in 2nd place when guessing the correct amount of lube in the large container during Common Hour last week…Congratulations Preston Gibbs (
· Senator Aiken:  CA Inks recently had a dinner Tuesday night to discuss the history of MADD and if anyone is interested in learning more, you may e-mail them at SRUMADD@hotmail.com
· IFC Rep Hajos: There is a new Fraternity being recognized on campus, Kappa Sigma

· Senator Perry: If all Senators could please stop by the office sometime on Friday morning to check their mailboxes I would appreciate it.  We have taken the time to make fliers to advertise our budget open forum, so if you could please represent this, it would be appreciated!

XIII. Announcements

a. The next Senate meeting will be held on TUESDAY, MARCH 7TH, during Common Hour in the University Union, room 207, due to the response that many of you will have left for Spring Break by the 9th.

b. The Next Cooperative Board meeting will be held on Thursday, March 7th, during Common Hour in Room 207 of the University Union.

c. Congratulations to Scott McCaskey and also to Caitlin Sadecky for being elected to fill our senator positions.

d. Also, congratulations to our new Friends of Senate, Matt Brantner, Marcus Poindexter, and Kyle Kekic.

XIV. Advisor’s Comments

Dr. Watson

· I have been in touch with Butler County Coroner regarding death of one of our students within the residence halls, toxicology reports are coming back and as a result of those results there is nothing that is indicative of any cause…it is being assumed that the student passed on because of natural causes, no foul play, no communicable disease, there is not significant cause of death except for natural causes, parents are extremely appreciative of the outpouring of love from the faculty and staff.

· Thank you to all of the students who have actively participated in the search for the new Vice President of Student Life, they have chosen three names at this time.

· Town Gown Organization is meeting tomorrow night and would like to be hosted by a student organization on March 23, when the next town meeting is, any student who belongs to any one of the 135 student organizations is eligible to be at the town gown meetings…Sarah Balasu does a great job at the meetings. It is my recommendation that SGA consider hosting that on the evening of March 23 if it suits you.

· Awards will be presented on April 20th in regard to the students, if students would be willing to nominate each other, that would be very welcomed.

· The last thing I would say is that before you go bowling, we will be having an annual picnic at our house just south of town and senate will be invited to that. It will begin anytime after 4:30…it is when I invite other Executive Boards of other organizations as well.

XV. Adjournment

Motion # 10: That the Slippery Rock Student Government Association, Inc. adjourns this meeting of February 23rd, 2006.

Thompson/Aiken

Passed

Respectfully Submitted,

Jennifer L. Craig

